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AimBetter’s Queries menu and query analysis 
 

AimBetter monitors system processes and DB processes constantly and alerts you on any issues that are 
or might be problematic, for example: excessive CPU usage, excessive memory usage, long queries, 
deadlocks, etc. and of course, if you notice unusual behavior of your system, AimBetter helps you 
analyze the root cause of the issue. 
 

AimBetter analyzes and monitors all layers of the server in all platforms and provides a deep 
insight that includes error logs for applications and services, permission violations on databases 
(including injection), syntax exceptions, failed queries (for any reason, reason is mentioned in the 
log), and more. 
 
For example: when a system experiences slowness, the reason is, in most cases, a process holding up a 
lot of resources and when the core of the system is a database, the process is in most cases a query. Live 
queries are shown by default after selecting the queries menu. 
AimBetter shows queries that have been running for longer than 3 seconds. 
 
When clicking on a session, the query and the process running it become visible. At the right bottom, 
the full path of the process is displayed. AimBetter also displays nested loops and enables you to 
download the execution plans. 
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By default, AimBetter keeps history records of queries for a month, for viewing queries in history, click 
on the “History” button at the top left corner of the screen. You may also select the timeframe to view 
by clicking on the clock icon at the top right corner (Default is “last 1 day”). 
In this example, an anti-virus executable was running while the presented above query (initiated by 
QlikView) was running, and the total duration of the query was 14:37 minutes. Having the anti-virus 
executable running at the same time as the mentioned above query caused slowness and by using the 
directions below, we could resolve the slowness issue.  
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By clicking on “Last Execute”, the query details of the process, program, procedure, or job become 
visible. More details about the session are displayed at the bottom right. In this example a query has 
been running for over 3 hours. Thanks to the fact AimBetter archives all sessions for a month (unlike SQL 
Server Management Studio and most DB management tools) the user is able to view the query and its 
execution plan, and the DBA can get the execution plan and start optimizing the database for such 
queries immediately.  
 

 
 
For SSMS to detect such a scenario, it would require the profiler to have been running since 
before that query started running, which is unlikely and would slow the system significantly. By 
that AimBetter saves the DBA hours of work and avoids slowing the system down by not 
running heavy processes such as the profiler. 
AimBetter allows us to see, in all levels (all companies level, one company level, machine level, 
server level, etc.), which processes are running, what resources they use, which users are 
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running them, process IDs, etc. and all in real time. Also, AimBetter automatically detects  
 
abnormalities related to the query’s running, such as a sub-optimal execution plan, missing 
indexes, violations of constraints, poorly set triggers, etc. and recommends us what to fix and 
what to pay attention to. 
 
 
AimBetter makes it easy for us to find what requires improvement by its availability of diverse 
categorization for filters, such as: resource loads, CPU loads, Query text, index 
recommendations, sub-optimal execution plans, deadlock causing queries, etc. 
 
In the following example, while the query below was running, the CPU load was 97.39% (caused 
by other processes). Such exceptional events need to be further investigated. AimBetter allows 
us to monitor system processes and find ways to optimize them for smoother running. We can 
see the resources used by the query highlighted when we click on the query’s row.  
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By clicking on the QAnalyze button at the top left, we may view the most resource consuming queries, 
their plans, and their performance during their runtime. You may download the execution plans for 
further analysis by clicking on the database with a down arrow icon (in the plans screen, after clicking on 
“Plans”). 
The ability to present a broad range of data that is not limited to database related information but also 
includes operation system related information, resource usage, CPU usage and web server related 
information is unique to AimBetter, which is not only a database monitor, but also an operating system  
 
monitor and a web server monitor, which also makes it possible for AimBetter to present useful data to 
optimize databases that other monitoring tools have no access to. Needless to say, should a person 
monitor all those aspects without a comprehensive monitoring tool, they would need to connect to 
multiple machines simultaneously and waste a very long time gathering and analyzing the data, which 
makes it impractical and using a comprehensive monitoring tool – essential. 
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The ability to analyze all the long and/or heavy queries that run on the server without running 
the profiler or the optimization tool prevents further slowing down the system and immediately 
provides the DBA all the information needed for optimizing the database for the most time 
and/or resource consuming queries, saving time and money. 


